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THE EVOLUTION OF 
MANUFACTURING 
CONFERENCE & AWARDS 
honors Northern Ohio manufacturers 
for their ability to innovate, create 
and drive processes that result in a 
positive impact on their bottom line.  
In addition, the conference portion 
explores how successful manufacturers 
acquire top talent, incorporate next 
generation manufacturing practices 
and find innovative ways to compete in 
a global economy. This event features 
an open house format that provides 
an excellent networking opportunity 
for manufacturers and local service 
providers.

*Based on average event attendance

EVOLUTION BRINGS TOGETHER
MORE THAN 370 ATTENDEES
FROM 130 ORGANIZATIONS



Right from the outset, the Smart Business team was both professional 
and accommodating with our needs as an event sponsor. They were 
open to new ideas and willing to implement any changes that served to 
benefit the overall event.  Furthermore, the team went out of their way to 
make important introductions for our group. Our Smart Business event 
sponsorship is one of only two our group has on an annual basis and is well 
worth the investment.

MATTHEW NIPPER SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT
COMMERCIAL BANKING AT KEYBANK (SPONSOR)

The event far exceeded my expectations! My managers and employees 
loved the venue and walking around meeting people. 

BOB OBORN PRESIDENT
KENT ELASTOMER (HONOREE)
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ACS Industries Inc. • Air Enterprises • Ampex Metal Products 
• Artiflex Manufacturing LLC • ArcelorMittal Cleveland • Astro 
Manufacturing • Ben Venue Laboratories • Bettcher Industries Inc. • 
Blair Rubber Company • Cardinal Fastener & Specialty Co. • CardPak 
Inc. • Channel Products Inc. • Chromaflo Technologies • Cleveland 
Whiskey • Cobra Plastics Inc. • Daniel’s Amish Collection • Darice • Delta 
Systems Inc. • Design Molded Plastics • DuneCraft • DVUV LLC • EBO 
Group Inc. • Empire Die Casting Co. Inc. • Energizer Holdings Inc. • EYE Lighting 
International of North America Inc. • Fannie May Confections • Fomo Products Inc. 
• Fredon Corp. • Garland Industries Inc. • Graffiti Inc. • H.C. Starck • Hose Master LLC 
• Horsburgh & Scott • Imalux Corp. • Jakprints • Jamestown Container Companies • 
Jergens Inc. • Kennametal Inc. • Kent Displays Inc. (KDI) • Kent Elastomer Products, Inc. • 
Kohler Coating • Kovatch Castings Inc. • L’Oreal USA • Lubrizol Advanced Materials Inc. 
• Magnus International Group Inc. • Majestic Steel USA • Mar-Bal Inc. • Masco Cabinetry 
(Kraftmaid) • McNeil Industries • MidWest Materials, Inc. • Naturepedic • Nordson Corp. 
• Novagard Solutions • Novelis Inc. • OEConnection • OMNI Systems Inc. • Orlando 
Baking Company • PartsSource Inc. • PolyOne Corp. • Portage Precision Polymers Inc. 
• Quality Electrodynamics (QED) • Ranpak Inc. • Rapid Prototype and Manufacturing 
(rp+m) • RBB Systems • RTI International • R. W. Beckett Corp. • Rockwell Automation 
Inc.• Saint-Gobain Performance Plastics • Sandridge Food Corp. • Seaman Corporation 
• Shearer’s Foods Inc. • Soft-Lite Windows • State Industrial Products • Superior Products 
LLC • Swiger Coil Systems • Talan Products • Tekfor Inc. • The Garland Company, Inc. • 
The Kirby Company • The Taylor Companies • The Timken Company • Thogus Products 
Co. • Thomas Steel Strip Corp. | Corus Special Strip • Tremco Commercial Sealants & 
Water Proofing • Ventrac by Venture Products Inc. • Venture Plastics • Visual Marking 
Systems • Vitamix • Voss Industries Inc. • Weatherchem Corp.

PAST EVOLUTION HONOREES

http://www.sbnonline.com
http://www.smartbusinessemag.com

